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1905, civic liberty is still an unattained ideal In fact, we
enjoy now a lesser measure of civic liberty than that which
existed prior to the publication of the constitutional Mani-
festo, and in the course of the past fifty years the arbitrary
power of the administration has never been as unrestrained
as it is now.
Several circumstances account for this state of affairs.
On one hand, it is necessary to take into consideration the
striking political tactlessness and nearsightedness not alone
of our extreme revolutionaries, but also of nearly all the
liberal parties. In those revolutionary days they were rav-
ing mad and instead of dealing with realities, they lost their
senses and repudiated all the legislative acts of the Govern-
ment as too conservative. On the other hand, the momen-
tous upheaval of the vast Empire frightened many people.
As a result, reaction took the upper hand. This movement
found support among the Court circles. In its extreme
wing, it was as insane as the extreme manifestations of the
revolutionary movement. Then came Stolypin's Administra-
tion and with it the rule of men who had at heart nothing
but their personal careers and to whom it did not matter
whether Russia was a constitutional or an autocratic mon-
archy. Their loyalty to the principles of October tyth was
lip service. In reality, they were for the arbitrary rule of
the police.
What will be the outcome of it all? It is my firm belief
that in the end Russia will have a constitutional regime and,
as in other civilized States, the principles of civic freedom
will take root in our country. The spirit of October i?th
cannot be destroyed either by political stratagems or mili-
tary force. The only problem is how the change will take
place: whether it will come as a consummation of peaceful
effort or out of torrents of blood. As a sincere monarchist,
as a loyal servant of the reigning House of the Romanovs,